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The effect of the Catholic Church on religious and
political life in Western Medieval Europe

Dr. Salah .A .A Sulayman,’ Dr. Ezzedine Younis Hassan Ali’* & Dr. Ajaib
Abu Bakr Soliman®

(* Assistant Professor in department of the History. Faculty of Arts and Sciences, Al marj. University
of Benghazi. Libya. ? Associate Professor of European History, Mediator, Department of History -
Faculty of Arts - University of Benghazi. ® Dean of the faculty of Tourism and Antiquities. Professor of
medieval history in faculty of Arts. Omar Al-Mukhtar University. Libya)

Abstract.

During the Middle Ages, the term Christian world was associated with Western
Europe in particular. Until the end of the fifteenth century AD, Europe, which
embraced Christian civilization, was considered a single entity and center of the
Christian world. During and after the reign of Emperor Charlemagne, this was
reflected in the Church's intertwining with the monarchy and its political role.
Byzantine Empire. Consequently, the concepts of the Middle Ages and the
Renaissance dominated the Christian political system, which embodied a lesser sense
of the concept of secularism, which could be compatible both with the religious idea
and the temporal body. When the Byzantine Empire recognized Christianity and
Christianity became its only religion, the two institutions remained separate and were
allied or struggling, but from the site of separation and not from the site of integration.
There was a vision in the Western Christian world of a Christian theocracy or a
government based on adherence to Christian values, which is spread through the
religious institutions represented in the Church, which has special theological powers
related to God and the secrets of Christianity according to Christian beliefs.
Christianity was the cornerstone of the European cultural norm and on specific
occasions the only pillar of European identity, especially when the Roman Catholic
Church sought to extend its cultural and then political influence over the European
West. The Christian International or the concept of the Christian world remained a
political force and an intellectual, ideological and political motivation that directly
affected the course of European politics, Rather, it became the core of the idea of
"Western concept”, and replaced the narrow European or Roman limited geographical
concept and became a new legitimacy began to take root within the European peoples
and political conscience therein, and this concept has become a legitimate For both
political and religious.

Key words: Catholic Church, Religious Life, Political Life, Rome, Western Europe,
Middle Ages.
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