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Myth and folk tale in the Libyan theater

Supervised by: Dr.Ghassan Ghunaim,* Najia Sulaiman Ebrahim**

(" Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of Arts and Humanities, University of
Damascus. ~~ Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of Arts and Humanities,

University of Damascus)

Abstract

The research identifies the benefits scope from myth, and folk tale, for Libyan
playwrights, for its connotations and simulation of the reality and being from the
heritage, which gives writers special ability to reveal the reality of social and political
life, but the relation between Libyan playwrights and Libyan heritage formed in the
late period, compared to getting benefits from another resources, however they
depended on Greece resources or mythical symbolism plays that focuses on the old
mythical symbolism, which addresses priests or the Sultan and it’s collaborators, and
gives the ability to express the ideas freely. Moreover they derived great resource
from stories, myths, and popular songs to express political and social issues benefiting
from “Thousand and One Nights”, Antara, Saif Ben Yazan, Crescent biography, and
from the heritage of forefathers, Al Kanz stories as a sample. Despite of the ability of
Libyan playwrights to extract their stories from heritage resources in this field, they
failed to derive their resources from national and Arab heritage, nevertheless they
neglected myths for children, but they implemented imaginary rituals with an attempt
to bind between the reality and symbolism, moreover they tried to embodiment of real
crises, and prominent issues.
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