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Abstract.

The Islamic society includes different elements and classes of peoples, from these
classes: Arabs, mawali, slaves, and dhimmis. And these people participated in the
making of the Islamic society and were divided among its classes based on the
economic and social situation, mostly. These classes played a major role in the
civilized progress reached by the Arab and Islamic civilization. They contributed to
the movement of translation and authorship, and among them were the great jurists,
scholars, writers and historians who we owed the credit to. In view of the importance
of this topic in the history of Islam, | have chosen it to be a subject for study, trying to
clarify the vast difference between the state of these classes in pre-Islamic society and
their condition in the Islamic society. The main problem of the study lies in the
response to the saying that some segments of society were subjected to persecution
under the Islamic rule. In my study, | relied on narrating historical events and
analyzing them whenever the opportunity permitted, relying on the historical narrative
and analytical method.

Key words: Arabs, loyal, slave, dhimma.
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