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Abstract.

The foreign policy of Egypt in the period from 217 BC until the Battle of Actium in
31 BC went through three phases, the first phase starting from 217 BC until the death
of Ptolemy the Fifth in 180 BC, and the second phase of the accession of Ptolemy the
Sixth. Egypt in 180 BC until the death of Ptolemy IX in 80 BC, and the third stage
from the death of Ptolemy 1X (80 BC) until the battle of Actium. The Rafah battle
was a turning point in the history of Egypt from strength to weakness. Since the reign
of Ptolemy the Fifth, Egypt witnessed a deterioration in its internal conditions and the
loss of its external prestige. Among the most dangerous things that afflict the
monarchy are two phenomena The first: for a minor child to assume the throne, and
his guardians and the accompanying conspiracies to take over on his behalf. And the
second: for more than one dispute to contest the throne, and this happened in the last
half of the life of the Ptolemaic family, as there are many guardians over the kings
who are children who will devolve to the throne due to the sudden death of the king,
just as there has been a lot of conflict over the throne, and the conspiracies that
followed that led to a split of loyalty Soldiers and people, and civil wars erupted more
than once because of that, and because of these circumstances, the state became
weaker and coveted abroad.
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